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Newsletter: Tuesday 29th September 2026 

 
Four weeks in folks, and you know what that means: newsletter number two!  I hope you have been well and 
not come down with the nasty cold that is going around at the moment.  I have been struck down with it but, 
needless to say, battling on bravely. 
 
What an amazing start to the school year we have had and what a fantastic set of children, parents and staff we 
are blessed with at our school.  I have enjoyed getting to know people and finding out as much as I can about 
the day-to-day workings of the school. 
 
The school website is still not working, and seems to be stuck at some point in time in the past (a bit like me).  
We have been in touch with the company that run it and they are fixing it asap so we can begin to get the 
important dates and other information on there for you. 
 
In this edition, we talk about school uniform, WhatsApp, Facebook, parking and dog poo.  Let’s get stuck in! 
 
Sir Henry Fermor uniform 
Our school uniform seems quite complex and more expensive than most.  Therefore, I am looking into whether 
we can consider a change in the uniform to make it simpler and (more importantly) cheaper.  The school 
currently has a summer and winter uniform and a mix of chequered shirts/dresses, plain shirts, polo shirts and 
skirts. 
 
My preference is to replace the chequered shirt with a plain white polo shirt (with or without logo – parent 
choice) that can be worn all year round, as could all of the other items.  The reason is that plain white polo 
shirts can be picked up anywhere and are cheap, and to stop the confusion of which uniform (summer or 
winter) is currently allowed.  All existing uniform would still be permitted until it wears out, so there would be 
no extra expense needed. 
 
Once I have a proposal finished, I will consult parents for their opinion vis an online form, but comments on the 
gate are welcome too. 
 
The paths around the school 
Owing to the attitude of many local dog owners, you may have noticed that the pathways in Crowborough are a 
bit of a minefield.  Last week children walked some of this into the school and through their classrooms, which 
is clearly awful for them and whoever has to clean it up.  If you see someone not picking up after their dog, you 
can report it via this website: Cleaning Up After Your Dog - Wealden District Council 
 
Class WhatsApp groups  
I would like to spend a few lines of this newsletter discussing the phenomenon of the “Class WhatsApp 
Group”.   These groups have some universal rules: one rule states that there is always at least one parent who 
never reads anything or checks the website and so never has any idea what is going on.  Another is the parent 
who feels obliged to comment on absolutely everything, even if unconnected with the question or with no 
knowledge of the issue. 
  
As you know, I have three children and therefore understand this from a parents’ point of view.  While I did not 
join my own children’s groups, my wife’s mobile buzzed regularly with messages such as “XXX has just told me 

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/environment-and-pollution/animal-welfare/cleaning-up-after-your-dog/


 

 

 

that the kids are supposed to come to school in pirate costumes tomorrow [angry emoji]!  Is that true?”.   
Sometimes comments clearly hit a nerve and the phone would buzz continually.   
  
Where I would urge caution is where hearsay, or confused messages brought home by children are then either 
taken as fact or multiplied into calamity.   If you are ever in any doubt or have any concerns, or something your 
child says strikes you as odd, rather than turn to the oracle of the WhatsApp group (where, granted, various 
parents may pitch in with helpful suggestions, “righteous” anger or explanatory emojis), we suggest that you 
contact the school directly or speak to one of us on the school gate.  In all circumstances, please do not use 
online forums to discuss someone else's child, another parent or a member of staff.   
  
I know how important every channel of communication is for all of us and class WhatsApp groups (and others) 
are extremely useful for keeping in touch, helping each other get through the week and staying up to date.  If 
you have any concerns though, please ask us directly.  
 
As an aside, and speaking of healthy mobile phone use, much the same can be said for Facebook.  I used to 
have Facebook until last year, as my cycling club used it to arrange events.  I came to accept the oddly 
compelling rug cleaning videos were par for the course, but every time I scrolled down the page, Facebook 
showed me content that seemed to have been deliberately chosen to make me upset or angry, with feeds of 
different people talking angrily about a local issue and being rude to each other. Frighteningly, many folks 
appear to get all of their news/opinions from this sort of content. 
 
I deleted my Facebook account last year and my mental and spiritual health has been very thankful ever since. 
 
Consultation meeting reminder 1st October 
Remember there is a meeting at 6pm to find out more about the proposed merger between the TENAX and 
Endeavour trusts.  The meeting will take place in the hall and all parents are welcome.  I hope to see you there. 
 
Parking across other people’s drives 

I had to fill up our car at the weekend and seriously wonder how anybody can afford to drive anywhere at the 

moment, especially those short journeys that can easily be made on foot.  I realise that encouraging more people to 

walk their children to school is a tough ask for some, in spite of the high price of fuel, even if the drive and then 

finding a legal parking spot takes longer than it would to walk; if it were an option, some parents would probably 

drive their children up the stairs to their bedrooms each evening.  However, some folks seem to have worked out 

that a good shortcut is just to leave your car wherever you like on the school run, even if that is across someone 

else’s driveway. 

Nobody has ever parked across my driveway or parked in a way that blocks access to my house.  However, being an 

empathetic sort of person, I can imagine how I would feel, and which modifications I would be sorely tempted to 

make to their vehicle. 

It does not matter if you will only be 5 minutes - parking across a neighbour’s drive is just rude, so please do not do 

it.  I am always happy to apologise for my many mistakes but find it intellectually challenging to have to apologise to 

one of our neighbours for someone else’s rubbish driving. 

 

Important dates 

October 

7th- Year 1 to 6 Harvest at Church 

8th- EYFS and 6 Harvest at Church 

10th- Prom Praise 

14th – KS2 cross country at Beacon 

20th – Parents Evening  



 

 

 

21st- Year 3 walk to the Ghyll 

22nd- Parents Evening 

23rd- Dress down day- bottles and toys. 

26th-30th Half term 

 

November 

2nd- EYFS and year 6 Height and weight 

3rd- EYFS Vision screening 

4th- Year 5/ 6 boys’ football at Beacon 

6th- Dress down day- bright colours- chocolate 

25th- Year 5 Church service 

27th- Crowborough Christmas Light switch on 

 

December 

11th- Father Christmas Grotto 

15th- Secret Shopping Day 

16th – Irock Concert 

18th- End of term 

 
 
Kindest regards,  
 
John Tutt 


